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state. At least seventy were appointed prior to the 19805, and
254 counties continued to appoint widows until well into
. The pattern of rewarding widows with their husbands’ posi-
entrenched in Texas that it continued afer some women were

their own records and reputations.
 Texas and Wisconsin were far from the only states to have appointed
 elected widows and wives, but no other states relied on this method
cither t0 assist widows or to maintain male sherifs in office to the de-
e that these two states did. Wisconsin, a much smaller state than Texas
 far fewer counties, has elected almost fifty women sheriffs since 1924,
Primarily because of the large number of women sheriffs from Texas and

- because, as clected off- Wisconsin, more than 200 women have served as sheriff since the first
ning their offices. The documented appointment in 1916. Although litle information exists
deputies. Some countes about many of these women, it seems they were more likely to be offered
ven when she had keld the position if their husbands had dicd violently at the hands of a crimi-

i iff had nal, included the regard in which the widow was held in
;‘ “~b 'f»;M: t;ﬁrzie the g::u:?yomnkvd of concern for her emotional or material well-
‘primarily 3

, beir knowledge that she had been her husband’s unofficial deputy,
ometimes she wert " i ﬁ,’:;‘;,;ﬂn o Lof o THee

5 10 way of knowing how many women might have been offered the

ff—~ i i is there any way of knowing whether
vore the sher” tion and turned it down, nor is there any way 3
:;f:,” O etimes o Soy fought for che job and were denied it

.+ Generdllh Regardless of the reasons, the strength of family power as a route to
g the sheriff’s position remained strong even after women began to be
elected in their own right. More states had women sheriffs before the

1980s than since, reinforcing that it has been casier for women to follow
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‘The image of Mrs. Sheriff also persisted for many of the women who
the actual sheriff. Most of the early women sheriffs were well-known
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! the years control. Although some of the women were figurcheads, others were
vho lived 2 actively involved in running the office, and a few—cither cagerly or rc-
iged in the luctantly—became involved with the policing aspects of their titles.
na County ~ Whatever their image, these early women sheriffs provided some his-
first sher- torical basis on which modern women who were not widows or wives
3 could capitalize when they began to run for office in the 1980s. The first
o modern women sheriffs were also aided by the varied duties assigned to
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all police services, but in many others, they do little direct policing, pri-
marily providing courtroom security, enforcing judgments of the county
courts, and managing county correctional facilitics. This provided an
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sense that the sheriff, whether male or female, was as much an adminis-
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